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South Dakota WARN Annual Meeting
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
920 W Sioux Avenue, Pierre, SD 5701

Attendees: Robin Dykstra, Steve Muilenburg, Larry Healy, Barb Friedeman, Chuck Flemming, Darin Nugteren, Dwight Gutzmer, Les Hines, Sammi Blood, Jeremiah Corbin

Robin Dykstra, SDWARN President, welcomed members and began the meeting at 3:10 PM CST.
Approval of the Minutes of the 2025 Annual Meeting-
Darin Nugeren motioned to accept the meeting minutes as posted and previously distributed
Dwight Gutzmer seconded the motion with no discussion. 
The minutes were unanimously approved as written.

Steering Committee Members for Reelection-
Chris Meyers and Jim Auen agreed to stay in their position. Chris serving as a municipal representative and Jim serving as a rural water representative. 
Barb Friedeman is stepping down as Secretary. Sammi Blood nominated to become the Secretary. This is a non-voting position.
A voice vote was held, and the group was unanimously approved. 

Steering committee members with voting rights are as follows:
· Chris Myers, City of Sioux Falls, is a municipal representative and his term expires 1/2028.
· Darin Nugteren, City of Canistota, is a municipal representative and his term expires 1/2027.
· Jim Auen, Lewis and Clark, is a rural water representative and his term expires 1/2028.
· Steve Muilenberg, Clay Rural Water, is a rural water representative and his term expires 1/2027.
· Jim McCauley, Lower Brule Rural Water, will continue to serve as the tribal representative.


Robin Dykstra presented the Treasurer’s Report ending September 30, 2025-
Comments taken from Rural Water Center’s Treasurer’s report for fiscal year ending September 30, 2025. Account title SDWARN, holding SDWARN funds, had a balance of $8,601.55 at that time.
Fixed Assets purchased by SDWARN included two 6” trash pump/trailers, one 6x4” pump and trailer, two 4x4” pumps, one 4x3” higher pressure transfer pump and trailer, two portable Wacker brand 4”  trash pumps, and four 3x3” pumps.
Equipment expense totaled $6,781.89.
There were multiple corporate and individual donations made to the Rural Water Center & SDWARN.
Thank you to SD Rural Water and the Rural Water Center for their assistance in managing the financials and for the field staff that work with the equipment. An additional thank you to the staff as SD DANR who help to serve in an advisory role for SDWARN.

Additional Business:
Discussion on Salamander Credentialing Presentation-
Presentation was given on December 2, 2025, by Pat Gerdes of Midwest Card to Will Keefer of Horsley Witten, Robin Dykstra, Mark Mayer, Mark McIntire, and Sammi Blood to present the Salamander System and how it could be implemented for SDWARN members. This is a potential direction for SDWARN members, but more research is needed along with the input of members. 

Discussion on equipment-
Large 6” pump will not hold prime. It is hard to find parts for it, so it is not useful currently. There will be an estimate for it to get it repaired or appraised. It could be replaced with more Wacker pumps, but that will require additional money. Further discussion on pump replacement options was had.

Discussion on funds and fundraising-
Future discussions with water development districts to assist with financial assistance. Large areas of members are under the water development districts. 
Members who use pumps outside of emergency periods should contribute to SDWARN to help recover the costs of ongoing maintenance. Further discussion on what recovering costs would look like. 
Discussion on potential after-incident letter to recover costs, member letter each year, or fundraising letter. More discussion is needed.

Discussion on making the Water and Wastewater Golf Tournament a fundraiser for SDWARN-
Currently is not a fundraiser, but it could be. Vendors could sponsor tee boxes. Potential to make a few thousand dollars. 




With no additional business, Dwight Gutzmer motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:04 PM CST.
Barb Friedeman seconded the motion with no discussion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sammi Blood
SDWARN Secretary 
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